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LAWS  OF  TEXAS  RELATING  TO  THE 
SAFETY  OF  COAL  MINES 


Mine  Regulations 

Section  1.  (a)  Any  shaft  in  process  of  sink¬ 
ing  and  any  opening  projected  for  the  purpose 
of  mining  coal  of  all  kinds  shall  be  subjected 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Articles  5923  to 
5945,  R.  S.,  1911. 

(b)  At  the  bottom  of  every  shaft  and  every 
caging  place  therein  a  safe,  commodious  pas¬ 
sageway  must  be  cut  around  said  landing  place, 
to  serve  as  a  traveling  way  by  which  employes 
shall  nass  from  one  side  of  the  shaft  to  the 
other  without  passing  under  or  on  the  cage. 

(c)  The  upper  and  lower  landings  at  the 
top  of  each  shaft,  and  the  openings  of  each 
intermediate  seam  from  or  to  the  shaft  shall 
be  clear  and  free  from  loose  materials  and 
shall  be  securely  fenced  with  automatic  or 
other  gates  or  bars  so  as  to  prevent  either 
men  or  materials  from  falling  into  shaft. 

(d)  Every  hoisting  shaft  must  be  equipped 
with  substantial  cages  fitted  to  guide  rails 
running  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  Said 
cages  must  be  safely  constructed,  they  must 
be  furnished  with  suitable  boiler  iron  covers  to 
protect  persons  riding  thereon  from  falling  ob- 

o,-  jects,  and  they  must  be  equipped  with  safety 
catches.  Every  cage  on  which  people  are 
J  carried  must  be  fitted  with  iron  bars,  rings  or 
^chains  in  proper  place  and  in  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  to  furnish  a  secure  handhold  for  every  per- 
y  son  permitted  to  ride  thereon.  At  the  top 
landing,  cage  supports,  where  necessary,  must 
’  £  be  carefully  set  and  adjusted  so  as  to  work 
properly  and  securely  hold  the  cages  when  at 
£  rest. 

-  In  all  cases  where  the  human  voice  cannot 
be  distinctly  heard  there  shall  be  provided  a 
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metal  tube  or  telephone  from  top  to  bottom  of 
shaft  or  slope  thru  which  conversation  may 
be  held  between  persons  at  the  bottom  and 
top  of  such  shaft  or  slope,  and  that  there  shall 
also  be  maintained  an  efficient  system  of  sig¬ 
naling  to  and  from  the  top  of  the  shaft  or 
slope  and  each  seam  or  opening. 

Every  underground  place  on  which  persons 
travel,  worked  by  self-acting  engines,  wind¬ 
lasses  or  machinery  of  any  discription,  shall 
be  provided  with  practical  means  of  signaling 
between  the  stopping  places  and  the  ends  of 
the  plane,  and  shall  further  be  provided,  at 
intervals  of  not  more  than  sixty  feet,  with 
sufficient  manholes  for  places  of  refuge. 

Every  mine  shall  be  supplied  with  props  and 
timbers  of  suitable  length  and  size,  and  if 
from  any  cause  the  timbers  are  not  supplied 
when  required,  the  miners  shall  vacate  any 
and  all  such  working  places  until  supplied  with 
timber  needed. 

All  openings  worked  out  or  abandoned  por¬ 
tions  of  every  operated  mine  likely  to  accumu¬ 
late  explosive  gases  or  dangerous  conditions 
shall  be  securely  gobbed  and  blocked  off  from 
the  operated  portions  thereof  so  as  to  protect 
every  person  working  in  such  mines  from  all 
danger  that  may  be  caused  or  produced  by 
such  worked  out  portions  of  such  mines.  Acts 
of  1907,  p.  331. 

Sec.  2.  (a)  Throughout  every  mine  there 
shall  be  maintained  currents  of  fresh  air  -suf¬ 
ficient  for  the  health  and  safety  of  all  men 
and  animals  employed  therein,  and  such  ven¬ 
tilation  shall  be  produced  by  a  fan  or  some 
other  artificial  means ;  provided,  a  furnace 
shall  not  be  used  for  ventilating  any  mine  in 
which  explosive  gases  are  generated. 

(b)  The  quantity  of  air  required  to  be  kept 
in  circulation  and  passing  a  given  point  shall 
not  be  less  than  one  hundred  cubic  feet  per 
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minute  for  each  person  and  not  less  than  three 
hundred  cubic  feet  per  minute  for  each  ani¬ 
mal  in  the  mine,  measured  at  the  foot  of  the 
downcast,  and  this  quantity  may  be  increased 
at  the  discretion  of  the  inspector  whenever  in 
his  judgment  unusual  conditions  make  a 
stronger  current  necessary.  Said  current  shall 
be  forced  into  every  working  place  throughout 
the  mine  so  that  all  parts  of  the  same  shall  be 
reasonably  free  from  standing  powder  smoke 
and  deleterious  air  of  any  kind. 


(c)  The  measurement  of  the  current  of  air 
shall  be  taken  with  the  anemometer  at  the 
foot  of  the  downcast,  at  the  foot  of  the  up¬ 
cast  and  at  the  working  face  of  each  division 
or  split  of  the  air  current. 


(d)  The  main  current  of  air  shall  be  split 
or  subdivided  (so)  as  to  provide  a  separate 
current  of  reasonably  pure  air  to  every  one 
hundred  men  at  work,  and  the  inspector  shall 
have  authority  to  order  separate  currents  for 
smaller  groups  of  men  if  in  his  judgment  spe¬ 
cial  conditions  make  it  necessary. 


(e)  The  air  current  for  ventilating  the  sta¬ 
ble  shall  not  pass  into  the  intake  air  current 
for  ventilating  the  working  parts  of  the  mine. 


(f)  Whenever  the  inspector  shall  find  men 
>  working  without  sufficient  air  he  shall  at  once 
b*  give  the  mine  manager  or  operator  notice  and 
a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  restore  the  cur¬ 
rent,  and  upon  his  or  their  refusal  or  neglect 
to  act  promptly  the  inspector  may  order  the 
endangered  men  out  of  the  mine.  Ib. 

Sec.  3.  Immediate  notice  must  be  conveyed 
by  the  miner  or  mine  owner  to  the  inspector 
upon  the  appearance  of  any  large  body  of 
fire  damp  in  any  mine,  whether  accompanied 
by  any  explosions  or  not,  and  upon  concur¬ 
rence  (occurrence)  of  any  serious  fire  within 
the  mine  or  on  the  surface.  Ib. 

Sec.  4.  Cages  on  which  men  are  riding  shall 
not  be  lifted  or  lowered  at  a  rate  greater  than 
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six  hundred  feet  per  minute,  except  with  the 
written  consent  of  the  inspector.  No  person 
shall  carry  any  tools  or  material  with  him  on 
a  cage  in  motion,  except  for  use  in  making  re¬ 
pairs,  and  no  one  shall  ride  on  a  cage  while 
the  other  cage  contains  a  loaded  car.  No  cage 
having  an  unstable  or  self-dumping  platform 
shall  be  used  for  the  carriage  of  men  or  ma¬ 
terials  unless  the  same  is  provided  with  some 
convenient  device  by  which  said  platform  can 
be  securely  locked,  and  unless  it  is  so  locked 
whenever  men  or  material  are  being  conveyed 
thereon.  Ib. 

Sec.  5.  No  miner  or  other  person  shall  car¬ 
ry  powder  into  the  mine  except  in  the  original 
keg  or  in  a  regulation  powder  can  securely 
fastened,  and  the  can  in  otherwise  air-tight 
condition.  Ib. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mine  fore¬ 
man  to  see  that  proper  cut-throughs  are  made 
in  all  the  pillars  at  such  distances  as  in  the 
judgment  of  the  mine  inspector  may  be  deem¬ 
ed  requisite,  not  more  than  twenty  yards  nor 
less  than  ten  yards  apart,  for  the  purpose  of 
ventilation  and  the  ventilation  shall  be  con¬ 
ducted  through  said  cut  throughs  into  the 
rooms  and  entries  by  means  of  check  doors 
made  of  canvas  or  other  material,  placed  on 
the  entries  or  in  other  suitable  places,  and  he 
shall  not  permit  any  room  to  be  opened  in 
advance  of  the  ventilating  current.  Should 
the  mine  inspector  discover  any  room,  entry, 
air  way  or  other  working  place  being  driven 
in  advance  of  the  air  current  contrary  to  the 
requirements  of  this  section  he  shall  order  the 
wTorkmen  in  such  places  to  cease  work  at  once 
until  the  law  is  complied  with.  Ib. 

Sec.  7.  At  any  mine  where  the  inspector 
shall  find  fire  damp  is  being  generated  so  as 
to  require  the  use  of  a  safety  lamp  in  any  part 
thereof,  the  operator  of  such  mine  upon  re¬ 
ceiving  notice  from  the  inspector  that  one  or 
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more  such  lamps  are  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  the  men  in  the  mines,  shall  at  once  procure 
and  keep  for  use  such  number  of  safety  lamps 
as  may  be  necessary.  Ib. 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  miner, 
workman  or  other  person  knowingly  or  care¬ 
lessly  to  injure  any  shaft,  safety  lamp,  instru¬ 
ment,  air  course  or  brattice,  or  to  obstruct  or 
throw  open  any  air  way,  or  to  carry  an  open 
lamp  or  lighted  pipe  or  fire  in  any  form  into 
a  place  worked  by  the  light  of  safety  lamps  or 
within  three  feet  of  any  open  powder,  or  to 
handle  or  disturb  any  part  of  the  hoisting  ma¬ 
chinery,  or  to  enter  any  part  of  the  mine 
against  caution,  or  to  do  any  wilful  act  where¬ 
by  the  lives  or  health  of  persons  working  in 
mines  or  the  security  of  the  mine  machinery 
thereof  is  endangered.  Ib. 

Sec.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  opera¬ 
tor  to  post  on  the  engine  house  and  at  the  pit 
top  of  his  mine,  in  such  manner  that  the  em¬ 
ployes  of  the  mine  can  read  them,  rules  not 
inconsistent  with  this  act,  plainly  printed  in 
the  English  language,  which  shall  govern  all 
persons  working  in  the  mine.  And  the  post¬ 
ing  of  such  notice,  as  provided,  shall  charge 
all  employes  of  such  mine  with  legal  notice 
of  the  contents  thereof.  Ib. 

Sec.  10.  The  owner  or  operator  of  every 
mine  shall  provide  adequate  and  accurate 
scales  for  weighing  coal,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  mine  inspector  to  examine  such 
scales  and  if  the  same  are  not  found  to  be  ac¬ 
curate  he  shall  notify  the  owner  to  repair  the 
same,  and  if  such  owner  fails  or  refuses  to 
repair  same  within  a  reasonable  time  said  in¬ 
spector  shall  institute  proceedings  under  the 
law  against  the  proper  parties.  Ib. 

Sec.  11.  The  employes  in  any  mine  in  this 
State  shall  have  the  right  to  employ  a  check 
weighman  at  their  own  option  and  their  own 
expense.  Ib. 
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Sec.  12.  No  miner  or  other  person  employed 
in  a  mine  shall  use  any  kind  of  oil  other  than 
a  good  quality  of  lard  oil  for  lighting  pur¬ 
poses,  except  when  repairing  downcast  or  up¬ 
cast  shafts.  Ib. 

Sec.  13.  Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  vio¬ 
late  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  con¬ 
viction  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceed¬ 
ing  five  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  in 
the  county  jail  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six 
months.  Ib. 

Sec.  14.  For  the  purpose  of  securing  effici¬ 
ency  in  the  mine  inspection  service  a  board  of 
examiners  to  be  known  as  the  State  Mining 
Board,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  formal 
inquiry  into  and  pass  upon  the  practical  and 
technical  qualifications  and  personal  fitness  of 
persons  seeking  appointments  as  State  In¬ 
spector  of  Mines,  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor.  Ib. 

Sec.  15.  Said  board  shall  be  composed  of 
seven  members,  three  of  whom  shall  be  prac¬ 
tical  miners,  three  shall  be  mine  operators, 
and  it  shall  be  the  first  duty  of  the  six  mem¬ 
bers  thus  appointed  to  nominate  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  the  seventh  member  of  said  board;  pro¬ 
vided,  that  if  the  six  members  aforesaid  shall 
fail  for  a  period  of  ten  days  after  their  ap¬ 
pointment  to  so  nominate  the  seventh  mem¬ 
ber,  the  same  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernor.  Such  board  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor  within  ninety  days  after  the  passage 
of  this  act.  Said  board  shall  hold  office  for  a 
period  of  two  years  and  until  their  successors 
have  been  appointed  and  qualified.  Ib. 

Sec.  16.  The  board  shall  meet  in  the  capitol 
building  at  Austin  within  thirty  days  after  its 
appointment  and  biennially  thereafter,  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  applications  for  the  office 
of  State  Mining  Inspector.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  board  to  thoroughly  examine  all 
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applicants  who  may  come  before  it,  and  to 
select  from  among  such  applicants  the  person 
who  in  its  opinion  is  best  qualified  to  perform 
the  duties  of  State  Mining  Inspector,  and  upon 
the  nomination  of  said  board  the  Governor 
shall  appoint  the  person  so  recommended.  Ib. 

Sec.  17.  The  State  Mine  Inspector  shall  be 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have 
resided  in  the  State  of  Texas  for  one  year,  of 
temperate  habits,  of  good  repute,  a  man  of 
personal  integrity,  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  and  shall  have  had  at 
least  five  years’  experience  working  in  and 
around  coal  mines,  and  shall  not  have  any  pe¬ 
cuniary  interest  whatever  in  any  mine  in  this 
State.  He  shall  hold  office  for  a  period  of  two 
years  unless  sooner  removed  as  provided  here¬ 
in.  Ib. 

Sec.  18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State 
Mining  Board  to  exercise  supervision  over  the 
acts  of  the  State  Mine  Inspector,  and  in  the 
event  of  his  incompetency  or  the  neglect  of 
his  duty  being  proved  to  the  board,  said  board 
shall  recommend  to  the  Governor  that  he  be 
removed  from  office  and  his  successor  shall  be 
chosen  as  herein  provided.  Ib. 

Sec.  19.  The  State  Mining  Board  shall  meet 
twice  each  year,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the 
majority  may  select  for  the  purpose  of  receiv¬ 
ing  reports  from  the  inspector  and  instruct¬ 
ing  him  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  Ib. 

Sec.  20.  The  members  of  the  State  Mining 
Board  shall  receive  as  compensation  for  their 
services  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  day  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  thirty  days  in  any  one 
year  and  traveling  expenses  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  board  meetings.  Ib. 

Sec.  21.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State 
Mine  Inspector  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
this  act  under  the  instructions  of  the  State 
Mining  Board,  and  to  make  a  report  to  said 
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board  at  its  semi-annual  meetings,  and  often- 
er  if  required.  He  shall  receive  for  his  ser¬ 
vices  the  sum  of  two  thousand  ($2,000)  dol¬ 
lars  per  year  and  actual  traveling  expenses 
incurred  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty;  provid¬ 
ed,  that  his  traveling  expenses  shall  not  in  any 
one  year  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
($1,000)  dollars.  Said  Mine  Inspector  shall  file 
an  itemized  statement,  showing  the  actual 
amounts  expended,  and  the  number  of  times 
he  inspected  each  mine  or  mines.  Acts  of 
1900,  p.  163. 

Sec.  22.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State 
Mine  Inspector  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  under  the  instructions  of  the  State 
Mining  Board,  and  to  make  report  to  said 
board  at  its  semi-annual  meetings,  and  oftener 
if  required.  Provided,  that  neither  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  said  board  nor  the  acts  of  said  in¬ 
spector  shall  ever  discriminate  in  favor  of  or 
against  any  mine  or  mines,  nor  against  any 
owner,  operator,  or  employe  of  any  mine  or 
mines,  but  said  acts,  either  of  the  board,  or 
of  the  inspector,  shall  be  impartial,  fair  and 
just  to  all  persons  or  corporations,  subject  to 
this  act. 

Before  receiving  his  appointment  by  the 
Governor,  the  inspector  of  mines  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  to  enter  into  and  deliver  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  in  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  ($10,000)  dollars,  with  at  least 
three  good  lawful  and  sufficient  securities,  for 
the  faithful  and  impartial  performance  of  his 
duty,  and  the  sureties  herein  required  shall 
make  affidavit  before  some  officer  authorized 
to  administer  oaths  that  they,  in  their  own 
right,  over  and  above  all  exemptions,  are 
worth  the  full  amount  of  the  bond  they  sign 
as  sureties,  said  bond  to  be  approved  by  the 
Governor  provided  he  is  satisfied  as  to  its 
sufficiency,  and  said  bond  shall  be  conditioned 
that  there  shall  be  no  discrimination  in  favor 
of  or  against  any  mine  or  mines,  nor  against 


any  owner,  operator  or  employe  of  any  mine 
or  mines.  Provided,  further,  if  the  fact  may 
be  shown  that  said  inspector  has  discriminat¬ 
ed  against  and  to  the  injury  of  any  mine  or 
mines,  or  against  and  to  the  injury  of  any 
owner,  operator  or  employe,  then  the  said  own¬ 
er,  operator  or  employe  may  sue  upon  the 
bond  herein  provided  for,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  such  liquidated  damages  as  may  be 
proven  and  shown  in  such  suit.  Ib. 


Mine  Regulations 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  the  own¬ 
er,  agent,  lessee,  receiver  or  operator  of  any 
mine  in  this  State  to  employ  any  person  or 
persons  in  said  mine  for  the  purpose  of  work¬ 
ing  therein  unless  there  are  in  connection  with 
every  seam  or  stratum  of  coal  or  ore  work- 
in  such  mine  not  less  than  two  openings  or 
outlets,-  separated  by  a  stratum  of  not  less 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  at  surface  and 
not  less  than  thirty  feet  at  any  place,  at  which 
openings  or  outlets  safe  and  distinct  means  of 
ingress  and  egress  shall  at  all  times  be  avail¬ 
able  for  the  persons  employed  in  such  mine. 
The  escapement  shafts  or  slopes  shall  be  fit¬ 
ted  with  safe  and  available  appliances  by 
which  the  employes  of  the  mine  may  readily 
escape  in  case  of  accident.  In  slopes  used  as 
haulage  roads  where  the  dip  or  incline  is  ten 
degrees  or  more  there  must  be  provided  a  sep¬ 
arate  traveling  way  which  shall  be  maintained 
in  a  safe  condition  for  travel  and  kept  free 
from  dangerous  gases.  Acts  of  1903,  p.  103. 

Sec.  2.  The  time  which  shall  be  allowed  for 
completing  such  escapement  shaft  or  opening 
as  is  required  by  the  terms  of  this  act  shall 
be:  For  mines  already  opened  when  this  act 
shall  become  a  law,  one  year  for  sinking  any 
shaft  or  slope  two  hundred  feet  or  less  in 
depth,  hnd  one  additional  year  or  pro  rata  por- 
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tion  thereof  for  every  additional  two  hundred 
feet  or  fraction  thereof;  but  for  mines  which 
shall  be  opened  after  the  taking  effect  of  this 
act  the  time  allowed  shall  be  two  years  for 
all  shafts  or  slopes  more  than  two  hundred 
feet  in  depth,  and  one  year  for  all  shafts  two 
hundred  feet  in  depth  or  less;  and  the  time 
shall  be  reckoned  in  all  cases  from  the  date  on 
which  coal  or  ore  is  first  hoisted  from  the  ori¬ 
ginal  shaft  or  slope  for  sale  or  use.  Ib. 

Sec.  3.  Any  person,  owner,  agent,  lessee, 
receiver  or  operator  of  any  mine  in  this  State 
who  shall  violate  or  suffer  or  permit  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon 
conviction  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less 
than  two  hundred  nor  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  each  day  such  violation  continues 
shall  constitute  a  separate  offense.  Ib. 


Mines — Prohibiting  the  Feeding  of  Animals  in, 
and  the  Storage  of  Feed 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  per¬ 
son,  association  of  persons,  corporation  or  re¬ 
ceiver,  owing,  operating  or  managing  any 
mine  in  this  State,  to  feed  or  permit  to  be  fed 
any  work  animal  in  said  mines,  or  to  store  or 
keep  any  feed  for  such  animals  in  said  mines. 
Acts  of  1911. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person, 
association  of  persons,  corporation  or  receiver, 
owning,  operating  or  managing  any  mine  m 
this  State,  to  permit  any  work  animal  to  re¬ 
main  in  any  mine  longer  than  ten  consecutive 
hours. 

Sec  2a.  It  is  further  provided  that  Sections 
1  and  2  shall  not  apply  to  mines  complying 
with  the  following  provisions: 
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All  stables  in  mines  in  which  work  animals 
are  kept  shall  be  equipped  with  fireproof  doors 
at  each  opening,  with  a  door  frame  of  con¬ 
crete,  stone  or  brick,  laid  in  mortar,  and  such 
stable  door  shall  be  kept  closed  during  work¬ 
ing  hours  of  mines. 

All  feed,  hay,  grass,  cane,  etc.,  except  corn, 
corn  chops,  bran  and  shelled  oats,  shall  not  be 
taken  down  the  hoisting  shaft  until  after  the 
regular  day  shift  is  out  of  the  mine. 

It  is  further  provided  that  no  open  light 
shall  be  taken  into  any  underground  stable  by 
any  person. 

It  is  further  provided  that  not  over  twenty- 
four  (24)  hours’  supply  of  hay,  grass  or  cane, 
or  any  other  kind  of  inflammable  stock  food, 
except  corn,  corn  chops,  bran  and  shelled  oats, 
shall  be  taken  down  in  any  one  day. 

Sec.  3.  Each  and  every  person,  company, 
corporation  or  receiver  who  shall  in  any  man¬ 
ner  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  for  each  and  every  offense  committed 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  State  a  penalty  of  not 
less  than  one  hundred  dollars  nor  more  than 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  district  or  county  attorney  to  institute 
suit  in  the  name  of  the  State  for  the  recovery 
of  same. 

Sec.  4.  In  addition  to  the  penalties  provided 
in  Section  3  of  this  act,  every  person  violat¬ 
ing  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction 
shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  jail  for  not  less  than  one  month  nor  more 
than  one  year. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State 
Mine  Inspector  to  see  that  the  provisions 
of  this  act  are  complied  with,  and  he  shall  re¬ 
port  all  violations  thereof  to  the  State  Min- 
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ing  Board  and  to  the  district  or  county  attor¬ 
ney  of  the  county  where  the  offense  is  commit¬ 
ted. 


Mines — Requiring  Owners  and  Operators  of 
to  Insulate  Live  Wires  to  Protect 
Persons  and  Animals 

Section  1.  From  and  after  September  1, 
1911,  in  all  mines  in  this  State  where  electrici¬ 
ty  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  used  as  a  part  of 
the  system,  power  or  means  of  mining  and 
procuring  the  coal  or  other  mineral  from  any 
of  said  mines,  that  the  owners  or  operators  of 
every  such  mine  shall  cause  all  wires  conduct¬ 
ing  electricity  in  and  about  said  mine  to  be 
carefully  and  thoroughly  insulated  or  protect¬ 
ed  in  a  safe  manner,  so  that  the  persons  or 
animals  coming  in  contact  therewith  shall  not 
be  injured  thereby;  all  wires  as  aforesaid  shall 
either  be  thoroughly  insulated  or  placed  where 
persons  employed  in  and  about  the  mines  can¬ 
not  come  in  contact  therewith,  or  shall  be  cov¬ 
ered,  protected  or  shielded  in  a  safe  manner, 
so  as  to  prevent  any  injuries  or  accidents 
therefrom  to  those  in  or  about  the  mines;  pro¬ 
vided,  however,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to 
insulate  or  cover  trolley  wires,  but  they  shall 
all  be  hung  and  kept  not  less  than  five  feet 
and  six  inches  above  the  rail,  and  shall  be  se¬ 
curely  fastened,  and  not  permitted  to  sag  less 
than  said  height.  Where  there  is  sufficient 
height  in  existing  entries  to  permit  this,  but 
where  sufficient  height  is  not  available  in  ex¬ 
isting  entries,  then  the  trolley  wires  shall  be 
placed  to  one  side  of  the  entry,  six  inches  out¬ 
side  the  rail;  and  in  all  such  cases  the  trolley 
wire  shall  be  placed  on  the  side  of  the  entry 
opposite  from  the  working  rooms  except 
where  there  are  rooms  on  both  sides  of  the  en- 
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try,  in  which  event  the  trolley  wires  may  be 
placed  over  the  opening  of  said  rooms,  said 
trolley  wires  to  be  safely  shielded;  provided, 
where  it  is  impracticable  in  existing  entries  to 
place  trolley  wires  six  inches  outside  of  the 
rail,  or  five  feet  six  inches  high,  and  where 
separate  travel  way  is  not  provided,  then  the 
trolley  wire  shall  be  safely  shielded;  and  it  is 
further  provided  that  this  act  shall  not  apply 
to  entries  that  are  not  used  as  travel  ways  for 
workmen  or  work  animals;  provided,  however, 
that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  mines  in 
operation  in  this  State  on  January  1,  1902. 
and  prior  thereto,  and  which  have  developed 
until  there  is  at  least  two  thousand  (2,000) 
feet  distance  from  the  shaft  to  the  surface  of 
the  coal  being  operated,  except  as  to  exten¬ 
sions  of  trolley  wires  made  and  to  be  made 
after  January  1,  1910,  in  such  mines. 

Sec.  2a.  Each  and  every  person,  company, 
corporation  or  receiver,  who  shall  in  any  man¬ 
ner  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  for  each  and  every  offense  committed 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  State  a  penalty  of  not 
less  than  one  hundred  ($100)  dollars  nor  more 
than  five  hundred  ($500)  dollars,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  district  or  county  attorney 
to  institute  suit  in  the  name  of  the  State  for 
the  recovery  of  same. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person  who  shall  violate  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  guil¬ 
ty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hun¬ 
dred  ($500)  dollars,  or  imprisonment  in  the 
county  jail  for  a  period  of  not  exceeding  six 
months. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State 
Mine  Inspector  to  see  that  the  provisions  of 
this  act  are  complied  with,  and  shall  report  all 
violations  thereof  to  the  State  Mining  Board 
and  to  the  district  or  county  attorney  of  the 
county  where  the  offense  is  committed. 
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Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  operat¬ 
or  of  a  coal  mine  in  the  State  of  Texas  to  make 
a  map  of  the  underground  workings  of  every 
mine  in  his  charge,  under  operation  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1912,  or  that  may  be 
opened  thereafter;  said  map  shall  be  drawn 
on  a  scale  of  one  inch  to  one  hundred  feet,  and 
shall  indicate  the  surface  land  lines  as  well  as 
the  rooms,  entries  or  openings  underground. 
It  shall  be  brought  up  to  date  at  least  once 
each  month,  covering  operations  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding  month.  The  original  of  said  map  shall 
be  on  file  at  the  office  of  the  operator  at  or 
near  said  mine.  Said  map  shall  be  extended 
or  brought  up  to  date  at  any  time  requested 
by  the  State  Mine  Inspector,  at  least  every 
three  months;  if,  for  any  reason,  a  mine  should 
be  closed,  then  a  final  map  shall  be  made  and 
filed;  provided,  however,  that  maps  existing 
on  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act  may  be 
continued  on  the  same  scale  as  begun,  if  not 
smaller  than  one-half  inch  to  one  hundred  feet. 

Sec.  5.  The  penalty  for  non-compliance  with 
Section  4  hereof  shall  be  by  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  twenty-five  ($25)  dollars  nor  more  than 
fifty  ($50)  dollars  for  each  offense.  Acts  of 
1911. 


Employment  of  Children— -Age  Limit 

Section  2.  Any  person,  agent  or  employe  of 
any  person,  firm  or  corporation  who  shall  here¬ 
after  employ  any  child  under  the  age  of  17 
years  to  labor  in  or  about  any  quarry  or  mine 
shall  be  punished  as  provided  for  in  section  1 
of  this  act. 

Penalty:  Shall  be  fined  not  less  than  fifty 
dollars  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  each  day  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  vio¬ 
lated  shall  constitute  a  separate  offense. 
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Bathing  Facilities  for  Coal  Mines — Requiring 
Operators  or  Lessees  to  Provide 


Chapter  51 

An  act  to  require  owners  or  operators  or 
lessees  of  coal  mines  in  this  State  to  furnish 
and  equip  bath  houses  convenient  to  the  en¬ 
trance  of  such  mines,  to  enable  miners  to  wash 
and  change  clothes  before  entering  and  after 
coming  from  such  mines,  and  equip  said  bath 
houses  with  individual  lockers,  fixing  penalties 
for  violation  thereof,  and  providing  for  man¬ 
ner  of  enforcement. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Texas:  Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  operator,  owner,  lessee  or  superintendent 
of  any  coal  mine  in  this  State  employing  ten 
or  more  men  to  provide  a  suitable  building, 
convenient  to  the  principal  entrance  of  such 
mine,  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in  and 
about  said  mine,  for  the  purpose  of  washing 
themselves  and  changing  their  clothing  when 
entering  or  leaving  the  mine.  Such  building 
shall  be  provided  with  proper  light  and  heat, 
with  a  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  and  show¬ 
er  baths,  and  with  properly  constructed  indi¬ 
vidual  lockers  for  the  use  of  such  employes. 
The  employes  shall  furnish  their  own  towels, 
soap  and  locks  for  their  lockers,  and  shall  ex¬ 
ercise  control  over  and  be  responsible  for  all 
property  by  them  left  in  such  house.  The 
baths  and  lockers  for  negroes  shall  be  sepa¬ 
rate  from  those  for  whites,  but  may  be  in  the 
same  building. 

Section  2.  Any  operator,  owner,  lessee  or 
superintendent  or  company,  its  officers  or 
agents  maintaining  such  bath  house  at  his 
or  its  mine,  as  required  in  section  1  hereof, 
shall  not  be  liable  for  the  loss  or  destruction 
of  any  property  left  at  or  in  said  house. 
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Section  3.  Any  operator,  owner,  lessee  or 
superintendent  of  any  coal  mine  violating  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis¬ 
demeanor,  and  upon  conviction  shall  be  pun¬ 
ished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 
dollars,  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars, 
or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  not 
more  than  sixty  days  or  by  both  fine  and  im¬ 
prisonment,  in  discretion  of  the  court  or  jury. 
It  is  further  provided  that  every  two  weeks  of 
such  violation  shall  constitute  a  separate  of¬ 
fense.  Any  person  wilfully  injuring  or  de¬ 
stroying  any  property  mentioned  herein  shall 
be  punished  as  provided  by  law. 

Section  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be 
in  force  from  and  after  September  1,  1916. 

Section  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  com¬ 
missioner  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  State  of 
Texas  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
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